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THE Pér!iﬂmeﬂ’t_aiy' Committee on’
| Economic Affairs, Industry and Trade

yesterday asked the government to stop

downplaying the role of Tanzania’s

private sector in the country’s oif and

gas economy.

Lubaga  Mpina - the
chairperson-of the commitice,
made the call here whén
contributing to the debate of
the.  2014/2015  hudget

Industry and Trade.
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The MP said: “The government
partnered with different companies and
sold its shares, a move that has removed
-participation of local Tanzanians, even
the one which was to be through the
government.” . .
.. The parliamentary chairperson said
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© - many countries across the globe such as

Norway, - prepared their “people  to
participate in the gas cconomy, by
 ensuring that thére were friendly laws
‘that protected businéss ventures of their
| pecple and enabled them to invest in the
sub-sector, .

. “Norivegians put in place laws that
ensure all gas supplies are handled by
i local businessmen and empowered it
people to supply the product at
international and competitive
stapdards.” -

BMpina noted cheap dishing out of
fesources is one of the reasons why
Tanzania is among the 49 poorest
countries in the world. “This is what put,
Tanzania, the richest in resovrces in the
cast African region, in the same group
with the small countries of Malawi and
Burkina Faso,” he said.

The lawmaker commended the
Tanzania Private Sector Foundation

(TPSF), under ihe chaitmanship of Dr
Reginald Mengi, in the way it has been
fighting  for the participation of
Tanzanians in national resources.

The Parliamentary committee also
asked the government to apologise to
Tanzanians for the remarks of some
ministers that *wananchi’ have no ability
to invest in the country’s resources,

t&?xp downplaying private sector role’

foreign banks, which are not registered
in the Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange
(DSE), leaving o room for Tanzanians
to buy shares in those banks.

Mpina also said that there are
supermarkets which have ‘continued to
sell imported products like fruits, meat,
chicken and vegetables

“To us, this is wreng and needs to be
di f

“It is the ibility of the
government to empovwer its people with
capital and technology. And it should be
remembered that this is one of CCM
manifestos for the 2010-2015 election
and  Five-year - development plan
(2010/11-2015/16).

Mpina called on the Tanzania
National Business Council (TNBC) and
TPSF, to accomplish in time the task of
analysing how  Tanzamians would
effectively participate in the gas and oil
sector and  submit it before the
committee for further action.

“It is our hape that the analysis will
enable Tanzanians to actively fake part
in owning, investing and running
businesses in the country.”

The MP said areas that need local
content include minerals, gas, oil,
agriculture, tourism, tel ication,
o ion, supermarkets, and public
procurement.

The  Parliamentary  committee
chairperson disclosed that there are 23
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aged as most of theip are
available in the country,” Mpina said,
adding that most of the big tenders are
given to foreign companies, and for
those offered to locals, payments take
too long fo be settled.

The legislator said for the past five
years, suppliers and engineers haven't
been paid about 1.3tm/-

He said many large  investment
projects such as coal and iron projects of
Mchuchuma-Liganga ~ where  the
government owns 200 percent, but
foreign company SHCL owns §0 pereent
of shares do nol have provision for local
content. I '

He also said in many mining projects
Tanzanians are given peanuts while
foreign companies are offered large
chunks of blocks.

Several times, Minister for Energy
and Minerals, Prof Sospet Muhongo,
has been quoted saying Tanzanians only
have the ability to make juice and have
no ability to invest in the 285 economy.




